
Consider this:  Imagine you were driving through an unfamiliar 
city late at night.



Unexpectedly, your GPS stops 
working and you realize you 

have no idea how 
to get to your destination.



You try not to panic and you pull over to ask a well-intentioned stranger 
for directions.



The stranger says, “Sure! I know how to get there!  It’s easy!  You 
just need to go up the road a bit!”  



Then make your first right.



Then make your first right.
Then your next 
left.



Then make your first right.
Then your next 
left.

Take another 
left.



Then make your first right.
Then your next 
left.

Take another 
left.

Then get on the 
highway.
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Take the 
second exit.
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Take the 
second exit.

Take a right 
off the exit 
then go 
straight.
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Go about 3 or 4 
miles or so...
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food 
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Then make your first right.
Then your next 
left.

Take another 
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Then get on the 
highway.

Take the 
second exit.

Take a right 
off the exit 
then go 
straight.

Go about 3 or 4 
miles or so...
You’ll see a 
big hill...

At the top of 
that hill you’ll 
see a fast 
food 
restaurant...

I can’t recall 
name of the 
restaurant 

But it’s a 
BIG red 
sign!



Then make your first right.
Then your next 
left.

Take another 
left.

Then get on the 
highway.

Take the 
second exit.

Take a right 
off the exit 
then go 
straight.

Go about 3 or 4 
miles or so...
You’ll see a 
big hill...

At the top of 
that hill you’ll 
see a fast 
food 
restaurant...

I can’t recall 
name of the 
restaurant 

But it’s a 
BIG red 
sign!

Your destination 
is across the 
street from that 
restaurnt!



?



Now imagine your destination is a hospital because someone you 
love is having a medical emergency...



This story is a good representation of how an unrepresented litigant feels 
when given too much information from the many resources available to them.

trying to maneuver through a contested divorce or custody matter.



Like the lost driver, an unrepresented litigant often gets too much 
information and not enough direction.




























